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All material, whether added to our library or to others, shows, on the 
plate inserted, the source of the volumes. In this way it is hoped that the gift 
will prove a worthy memorial to the man who did so much for the improve- 
ment of conditions in our reformatories. As a gift it is deeply appreciated and 
I have tried to express to Mrs. Butler something of what it means to the 
Russell Sage Foundation Library. — E. R. Carr, General Secretary, American 
Prison Association, New York City. 

The Newsboys of Dallas, Texas. — The Civic Federation of Dallas, Texas, 
has issued a pamphlet of 32 pages under the above title. It is a study of the 
newsboys, their work and thrift, home life and schooling, and of their general 
character, associations, ambitions, and promise of fitness as future responsible 
citizens of Dallas. 

In the course of the study a system of ratings was established by which the 
field worker was able to set down in numerical form an estimate of the out- 
standing characteristics of the boy. These ratings, together with teachers, 
estimates, etc., give a reasonable basis for grading. These outstanding char- 
acteristics are rated as Good, Fair, Doubtful, or Bad. For purposes of com- 
parison Good equals 7 points; Fair, 5 points; Doubtful, 3 points; Bad, 1 point. 

Some interesting features have come from the study with reference to the 
following points r Effect of parental relationship ; influence of housing ; church 
relationships; work and thrift as compared to school rating; ratings of delin- 
quents as compared with those of non-delinquent newsboys. 

Effect of Parental Relations. 

In the case of divorce it appears that the boy is nearly SO per cent better 
oflr educationally and in work and thrift and over 25 per cent in character 
where the divorced mother has remained alone than when she has remarried. 
In comparing the ratings of boys whose, own parents live together with those 
where one parent is dead, the former have an advantage of 25 per cent in edu- 
cation, 10 per cent in work and thrift and 12 per cent in general character. 

Influence of Housing on the Boy. 

It will be noted that the highest ratings is school standing is in cases of 
better homes either rented or owned. In the former case the rating is 416, while 
in the case of boys living in rented rooms, and bad at that, the rating is 252. In 
other words, efficiency in school work was reduced 40 per cent by the worst 
housing. 

In the matter of work and thrift, the boys in better homes that were owned 
by parents had a rating of 532, while living in bad rent houses reduced it to 368 — 
or a loss of over 30 per cent in efficiency. 

In general character, the boys who live in better homes owned by parents are 
rated at 519, while those in bad rent houses are rated at 357— with a 30 per cent 
lowering of the whole moral character of such boys. 

Church Relationships. 

The variation in school rating between the boys attending Sunday School and 
those not attending are not so marked, being less than 17 per cent', but quite 
appreciable at that. In work and thrift, those not attending are 9 per cent less 
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efficient, while in general character they are near 10 per cent less worthy than 
the Sunday School attendants. 

This variation is more marked in the case of delinquents. Those who do 
not attend are 41 per cent below those attending in school standing. In work 
and thrift, non-attendants are 31 per cent poorer than attendants — while general 
character of the former is 22 per cent below that .of the latter. 

Work and Thrift As Compared to School Rating. 

Economic hardships through death of one parent have had their influence 
on the boys' work to th^-ir marked detriment in schoolinjr as is noted when thi- 
school rating in such cases is 296 and work and thrift 423, a difference of nearly 
43 per cent, while in the case of where the boy lives with both his parents, the 
same comparison is 374 to 462 — a difference of 13J.4 per cent. 

Ratings of Delinquents As Compared with Those of Non-Delinquent Newsboys. 

One of the most interesting deductions from this table is the accurate tabu- 
lating of comparative ratings of delinquents and of underprivileged boys who 
are not delinquent. 

In school rating, the non-delinquent averages 375 and the delinquent averages 
313, or an average lowering in school standing of 16^ per cent. 

In work and thrift the non-delinquent averages 485 and the delinquent aver- 
ages 322, or an average diminution of 33^2 per cent. 

In general character, the non-delinquent averages 477 and the delinquent 
averages 268, or an alarming reduction of nearly 44 per cent in character. 

Public Defender Proposed for Maryland. — ^The cry that there is one law 
for the rich and another for the poor has created considerable discussion 
recently. Regardless of what one's views upon this point may be, there can 
be no doubt that there are very many people who, through ignorance or because 
of poverty, are constantly being denied justice. Especially is this serious where 
a person is charged with a criminal offense and is too poor to employ an attor- 
ney, or to have a thorough investigation of the facts in his case made. Fully 
one-half of the persons charged with offenses in our criminal courts are too 
poor to employ attorneys at all, as can be seen by any one caring to look over 
the assignments of the. clerk's office in the Criminal Court. The result is con- 
siderable injustice to the poor and helpless, and this in spite of every effort 
of officials, from the judge down, to ameliorate the situation. 

To correct this weakness in our legal procedure there has been introduced 
in the legislature a bill for a public defender in criminal cases. It is intended 
as a complete solution of the difficulty in the existing administration of the 
criminal law. It puts the poor man on an equal plane with the rich in the 
criminal court. It gives him a square deal. It remedies some of the most 
glaring abuses which have brought the criminal law in disrepute. 

The public defender as a state official will have investigators whose busi- 
ness it will be to see that all the facts of the case are obtained before trial. His 
staff will be on a plane with that of the prosecuting attorney; soi that, even 
though the prisoner has not a nickle to his name, he will be assured an honest 
and capable defense. 



